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)Î ÃÁÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÇÕÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÔȟ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÒÉÌÌÓ ÍÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ 
ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓȢ /ÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÓ 
ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÓÅÒÖÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÕǟÅÒÉÎÇȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ Á 
ÒÉÃÈ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢ 7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÆÅÅÄÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÇÒÙ ÏÒ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÙ 
ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢ (ÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙȟ 
ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÅÌÌȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ Á 
ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÏÒË ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎȢ -ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ 
ǢÌÌÅÄ ÏÕÔ Á ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ 
ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈȢ ) ÁÍ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÒÙÉÎÇ 
ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÓ ÏÆ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÅÁÃÅȢ )Æ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍȟ 
ÔÈÅÎ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÃÈÅÒÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ )Æ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÅ ÈÉÍ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 
ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ 
ÎÅÅÄȢ ) ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÈÅÒÅ 
ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÁÓ ×Å ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄ 
ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ -ÁÙ 'ÏÄ ÇÉÖÅ 
ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÈÁÎÄÓȢ  

    +ÁÒÅÎ !ÒÍÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÂÏÏËȟ 
4×ÅÌÖÅ 3ÔÅÐÓ ÔÏ Á #ÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ 
,ÉÆÅȟ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÁÊÏÒ 
×ÏÒÌÄ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÒÕÌÅ 
ÁÓ Á ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÔÅÎÅÔȢ 5ÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙȟ 
×Å ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÏÂÔÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ 
ÄÉÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÌÌ ÄÏ×Î 
ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ 
ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÉÍÁÇÅȢ 
!ÌÌ ÔÏÏ ÏÆÔÅÎ ×Å ÕÓÅ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÔÏ 
ÅØÃÌÕÄÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ 
×ÏÒÄȟ ÒÅ-ÌÉÇÉÏȟ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÉÅ ÏÒ 
ÂÉÎÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ #ÕÌÔÉÃ ÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÕÎÉǢÅÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÂÅ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÏÄȢ 
7ÈÅÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ 
ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÍÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄȢ ) ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÍÁÌÁÉÓÅ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÉÓ 
ÓÕǟÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏÄÁÙȢ /ÕÒ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÅÎÅǢÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÇÇÅÄ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ 
ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÇÏÏÄȢ 

0ÏÐÅ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓ ÉÓ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȢ )Ô ÉÓ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
ÆÒÏÍ Á ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ 
ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÍÁÎȢ %ÖÅÎ ÁÇÎÏÓÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÈÅÉÓÔÓ 
ÃÁÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢ (Å ×ÁÌËÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÁÌËȢ (Å ÓÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÕǟÅÒÉÎÇȢ )Æ ×Å ÄÏ 
ÎÏÔ ÓÍÅÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÅÐȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÆÁÉÌÉÎÇ 
ÏÕÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ 7ÈÙ ÄÏ ) ÂÒÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÉÓ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ "ÅÌÌÓȩ ) 
ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ 
ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÉÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÒÕÌÅȢ 7Å ÓÅÒÖÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÎ 
ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢ  

Do  Unto Others 

S . M  P 
In the Heart of the City 

Since 1845 

 St. Mary Parish - Website 
Go to www.stmaryelyria.org  to visit our web site.  It is user friendly and 
helps you access useful information.  We hope that you will look to it for 
updates on future events and programs along with inspirational words 
throughout the week.  If you are not receiving the weekly Bells and would 
like to, send an email to stmaryelyria@aol.com so we can update our 
records. 

ADVENT 2015 
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All are encouraged to attend the Advent Communal Reconciliation Service for the Catholic 
Church of Elyria which will take place at: 

St. Jude Church on Sunday, December 20th at 7:00pm. 
 

 
Reconciliation and Mass Schedule at St. Mary Church 

 
Reconciliation:           
 All Saturdays:  3:30 ï 4:15 pm 
 Saturday, December 19th: 3:00 ï 4:15 pm  
 Tuesday December 22nd: 12:30 ï 1:30 & 7:00 ï 8:00 pm 
 Wednesday, December 23rd: 4:00 ï 5:00 pm & 7:00 ï 8:00 pm 
 
Mass Schedule:    Christmas Eve Masses: 
 

Thursday, December 24th:  4:00 and 6:00 pm 
         Midnight Mass: 12 Midnight [Carols at 11:15 pm] 

 

                         Christmas Day Masses: 
 

Friday, December 25th:   9:00 and 11:00 am 
 

   New Yearôs Day Mass (Holyday of Obligation): 
 

         Vigil ~ December 31st:  5:00 pm 
Friday, January 1, 2016:  9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

Shepherds and Angels 
 At the 4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass children from age 4 to 9 are encouraged to come 
and to dress as shepherds, angels, Mary & Joseph and the three kings. If you are interested in 
your child being a special part of this Christmas Eve Mass, please pick up a form from the 
church entrance, fill it out and return it to the Church office. We ask all who sign up to arrive 
by 3:40pm on Thursday evening December 24th in the Weigand Room for costume distribu-
tion and instruction.  

Confirmation for Adults 
Adults who have received Baptism and Eucharist, who wish to receive the sacrament of Confir-
mation and become fully initiated into the Catholic Church are invited to join in the upcoming 
preparation sessions. The ordinary minister of Confirmation is the bishop. Bishop Roger Gries 
will be celebrating the sacrament of Confirmation on March 3, 2016 here at St. Mary Church. Or 
you may choose to celebrate the sacrament with Bishop Richard Lennon on May 14 the Vigil of 

the Feast of Pentecost at St. John Cathedral in Cleveland. Please contact Sister Mary Dorothy at the parish of-
fice if you are interested in receiving this Sacrament. 
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As is the case now, in 2003 St. 
Maryôs was re-energizing as a com-
passionate parish interested in so-
cial concerns. Maryann Ketchesin 
used this energy to develop a new 
St. Maryôs initiative to help the 
homeless through support of St. 
Joeôs Shelter in Lorain. Our parish 
is completely responsible for fur-
nishing a full Saturday evening 
pasta meal to the 60 to 80 homeless 
folks served by the Shelter during 
the winter months. Of the original 
group of cooks and helpers, Mar-
yAnne Cunningham, Susie Haag, 
and Pat Meadows stuck with it and 
have been doing this work for the 
past 12 years. MaryAnne Cunning-
ham, a mom who works full time, 
says this turned out to be ñan easy 
way to help.ò Once a month during 
the six winter months, she makes a 
pasta dish and delivers it to Mar-
yann Ketchesinôs back porch on her 
way to work on Saturday morning.  

In recent years, fifteen or so parish-
ioners have supported this ministry. 
Like MaryAnne, they also drop 
food off at a central point, typically 
Maryannôs enclosed back porch. 
But, it wasnôt always that way.  
Originally on the appointed Satur-
day, Maryann drove around the 
area, stopping to pick up goodies at 
each caring supporterôs home.   

up doing a lot.ò She believes that if 
you ñgive people a helping hand 
and a chance, they will begin to be 
able to begin to make the important 
changes.ò 
Susie says that one of the things 
she likes best about St. Maryôs is 
that it gives each of us a chance to 
be active, to contribute to our 
world. Like all the others who work 
with Maryann Ketchesin, she finds 
the experience to be personally ful-
filling. ñMaryann is a truly amaz-
ing person.ò She says. ñSheôs al-
ways organizing and sheôs always 
smiling.ò 
With the increased energy for so-
cial concerns in our parish these 
days, Maryann has been able to 
find more great volunteers and to 
provide even more meals. Im-
portantly, some folks have agreed 
to deliver the food to the Shelter 
each month in Lorain. Still, the 
dishes all get delivered Saturday 
afternoons to Maryannôs back 
porch. A steady stream of parish-
ioners visit the Ketchesin home-
stead that day, rearranging things 
on the loaded food table in order to 
find a spot for their own deliveries. 
Over the years, more than 1500 
pounds of pasta, thousands of vege-
tables, and hundreds of cakes have 
spent a few hours on that table be-
fore ending up on the St. Joeôs din-
ner table. Bon appetite! 

St. Maryôs Supports St. Joeôs Shelter 

Maryann Ketchesin, Susie Haag,  
MaryAnne Cunningham, Pat Meadows 

Eventually, the homes numbered 
ten, and Maryann had to ask that 
her cooks deliver the meals to her 
back porch. Everyone happily 
agreed.  
Like MaryAnne Cunningham, Pat 
Meadows feels strongly about help-
ing the homeless. She says, 
ñEverybody needs a home. Itôs im-
portant that we help.ò Doing her 
volunteer work at home in her own 
kitchen works best for Pat. She ap-
preciates the opportunity to do 
good things using her own home as 
her base of operations. Susie Haag 
finds that devoting an hour or two 
to feeding the needy once each 
month is ñsomething so small. But 
if we all can do a little, we all end  

.Å× %ÌÙÒÉÁ (ÏÍÅÌÅÓÓ 3ÈÅÌÔÅÒÓ  
"ÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ Á 2ÅÁÌÉÔÙ 

! ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÆÏÕÒ %ÌÙÒÉÁÎÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ &ÁÔÈÅÒ #ÈÁÒÌÉÅȟ ÈÁÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÅÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ Á ÎÅ× ÈÏÍÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ 
×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȢ  #ÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÔÈÒÅÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ %ÌÙÒÉÁ ÈÏÍÅȢ   "ÏÂ "ÁÕȤ
ÍÁÎÎȟ Á ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ Á ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒȟ ÈÁÓ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÍÁÙ ÓÏÏÎ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ 
ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒ-ÔÈÅ-ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȢ  )Ô ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓ ÍÅÎȢ  4ÈÉÒÔÙ-ÔÈÒÅÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ 
ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ Á ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
ÈÏÍÅÓȢ  &ÁÔÈÅÒ #ÈÁÒÌÉÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ Á ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÉÎÄÁ ÁÎÄ 
*ÉÍ 3ÔÁÎÇȢ  9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÅǟÏÒÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ΤÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ %ÌÙÒÉÁ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒÓȢ 



Page 4  
THE BELLS OF ST. MARY 

032   

Our students in the Parish School of Religion (PSR) Program, meet 
each Monday evening from 6:30 to 7:45 pm, we always begin with 
prayer and a song before going to the classrooms where we focus on 
learning the faith by the use of the Sunday readings. The program we 
use is called Pflaum Gospel Weeklies, Faith Formation Program.  Not 
only are the readings explained to the children but also they have the 
opportunity to do different activities and skits in the classroom that 
show how the main beliefs of the text can be put into practice. Since we 
are always focusing on the upcoming Sunday they are prepared when 
they come to Church and listen to the readings at Mass. The children in 
the second and eighth grades follow a special program to prepare them 
for the reception of First Eucharist and Confirmation. If your children 
are attending a non-catholic school and you are interested in having 
them learn more about our faith please contact Sister Mary Dorothy at 
the parish office to have them enrolled in the PSR Program. 

ñOn the first day of 
Christmas our Father 

gave to us a Savior in a   manger.ò 

Our Advent Family Night this year 
is  centered on the Twelve Days of 
Christmas song, using the book and 
printed materials from ñOur Father 
Gave to usò by Rebecca Treon 
Even. Do you know why this song 
is referred to as ñA Carol Cate-
chismò? The story goes like this: 
Catholics in England during the pe-
riod 1558 to 1829 were prohibited 
by law to practice their faith either 
public or private. ñThe Twelve Days 
of Christmasò was written in Eng-
land as one of the ñcatechism 
songsò to help young Catholics 
learn the basics of their faith. In 
short, it was a coded message, a 
memory aid. Since the song sound-
ed like rhyming nonsense, young 
Catholics could sing the song with-
out fear of imprisonment. The au-
thorities would not know that it was 
a religious song.  

ñThe 12 Days of Christmasò is in a 
sense an allegory. Each of the items 
in the song represents something  

significant to the teachings of the 
Catholic faith. The hidden meaning 
of each gift was designed to help 
Catholic children learn their faith.  

The song goes, ñOn the first day of 
Christmas my true love gave to 
meéò The ñtrue loveò mentioned 
in the song doesnôt refer to an earth-
ly suitor, but it refers to God Him-
self. The ñmeò who receives the 
presents refers to every baptized 
person, i.e. the Church. The songs 
gifts are hidden meanings to the 
teachings of faith. Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, (Partridge in a pear 
tree). The Old and New Testaments, 
(Two turtle doves). The Triune 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
or the Theological Virtues - Faith, 
Hope, and Love, (Three French 
hens). The four gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, (Four calling 
birds). The first five books of the 
Old Testament, (Five golden rings). 
The six days of creation (Six geese 
a-laying). The Seven Sacraments or 
the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spir-
its, (Seven swans a-swimming).  

 The eight Beatitudes, (Eight maids 
a-milking). The nine choirs of an-
gels or the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit, (Nine ladies dancing). The 
Ten Commandments, (Ten lords a-
leaping). The eleven faithful Apos-
tles, (Eleven pipers piping). The 
twelve points of belief in the 
Apostlesô Creed, (Twelve drum-
mers drumming). 

Along with singing both versions of 
the song, one with the symbols and 
the other with the truths of our faith 
we also made ornaments of each to 
take home and hang on our Christ-
mas trees. So the next time you hear 
ñThe Twelve Days of Christmasò 
consider how this otherwise non-
religious sounding song had its ori-
gins in keeping alive the teaching of 
the Catholic faith.  Also use it as a 
reminder for yourself of the im-
portant truths of the faith that you 
have been blessed to receive. The 
ñTwelve Days of Christmasò begins 
with the Nativity of Our Lord on 
December 25 and ends with the 
Feast of the Epiphany on January 6.  

by Sister Mary Dorothy 

http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart_pd/holiday/christmas/religiouschristmas_10943.html
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St. Mary School:  Making a Difference Every Day since 1859 

-ÏÒÅ 4ÈÁÎ ΣΧΧ 9ÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÉÌÌ 'ÏÉÎÇ 3ÔÒÏÎÇȦ 

+ÁÒÅÎ -ÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙ 
3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ ΤΡΡΩ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÓÉØÔÈ 
ÇÒÁÄÅȢ !ÆÔÅÒ Á ÆÅ× ÙÅÁÒÓ ÓÈÅ 
ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÓÅÖÅÎÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ 
ÓÐÅÃÉǢÃÁÌÌÙ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÊÕÎÉÏÒ ÈÉÇÈȢ 3ÈÅ ÒÅȤ
ÔÉÒÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ΤΡΣΥ-ΣΦ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅÒ 
ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÌÅÆÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȢ 

"ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ΤΡΣΦ-ΣΧ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 
ÙÅÁÒ +ÁÒÅÎ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ !ÆÔÅÒȤ
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ %ÎÈÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ 
0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 3ÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏȤ
ÇÒÁÍ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ 
ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÉÌÙ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÈÏÕÒÓȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÅØÔÒÁ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ 
ÁÒÅ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÂÙ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ  

0ÏÐÅ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓɂ3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓɂ3ÏÃÉÁÌ #ÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ 
$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ !ÕÔÕÍÎ 5Ȣ 3Ȣ ÖÉÓÉÔȟ 0ÏÐÅ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÒÅÎÅ×ÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 
ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÈÕÇÅ ×ÁÙȢ  /ÎÅ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ÅÉÇÈÔÅÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÎÁÉÒÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 
ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÐÉÔÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÇÒÙȟ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȟ ÓÉÃËȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÃÁÒÅÄȢ  !Ó Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ #ÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÖÉÔÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ× ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ Á ÄÏÚÅÎ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ  4ÈÅ 7ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÔÒÉÐÌÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ  
4ÈÅ (ÏÔ -ÅÁÌÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÇÁÉÎÅÄ ÁÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ΣΧ ÔÏ ΤΡ ÈÅÌÐÅÒÓȢ  "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 
3ÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÏǟÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÍÅÁÌ ÁÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÁÙ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȢ  4ÈÅ 3ÈÅÌÔÅÒ 
#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ÐÁÒÉÓÈ-ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒÓ 
ÉÎ %ÌÙÒÉÁȟ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÌÐ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΥΧ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ  )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÒÅȤ
ÎÅ×ÅÄ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÅǟÏÒÔÓ ÉÓ ÆÅÌÔȢ  &ÁÔÈÅÒ #ÈÁÒÌÉÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȟ Ȱ!ÍÁÚÉÎÇȢ  *ÕÓÔ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌȢȱ   Ȱ4Ï ÔÒÕÌÙ 
ÆÏÌÌÏ× #ÈÒÉÓÔȟȱ ÈÅ ÒÅÍÉÎÄÓ ÕÓȟ ȰÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢȱ 
 

Karen Manning: Making a Difference 
by Angie Pluta 

ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȢ #ÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙȟ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ :ÅÒÏ 
0ÒÏÏÆ -ÉØ /ǟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ 
ÏǟÅÒÉÎÇ ÎÏÎ-ÁÌÃÏÈÏÌÉÃ ÄÒÉÎËÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ 
ÏÃÃÕÒÓ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ Υ ÁÔ ,ÏÒÁÉÎ 
#ÏÕÎÔÙ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȢ  
!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ +ÁÒÅÎ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ 
×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Φ%6%2 #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 3ÈÅ 
×ÁÎÔÅÄ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎȤ
ÕÅ ÉÔÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ  #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ ÅÄÕÃÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÓÏ ÓÈÅ ×ÒÏÔÅ Á ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ 
ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÌÕÍÎÉȟ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÎÄȤ
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÕÍÎÉ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÄÏÎÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎÓȢ -ÁÎÙ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌȢ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
ÁÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÂÙ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÎÏÒÓȢ  

4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ +ÁÒÅÎȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ 
3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÈÅÒ 
ÇÏÁÌ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ 
ÐÌÁÃÅȢ 3ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÇÏÁÌ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÈÁÒÄ 
×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙ 
3ÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ 
ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÎÅȢ  

+ÁÒÅÎ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÈÅÒÓÅÌÆȢ 3ÏÍÅ ÃÌÁÓȤ
ÓÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÉÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇȟ 
ÃÒÏÃÈÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÂÒÉÄÇÅȟ ǢÒÅ ÓÁÆÅÔÙȟ 
ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇȟ ÒÏÂÏÔÉÃÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÏË ÃÌÕÂȢ  
)ÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ 
×ÁÓ ÎÅØÔ ÏÎ +ÁÒÅÎȭÓ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÇÏÁÌÓȢ 
4Ï ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÈÅ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ *ÕÎÉÏÒ (ÏÎÏÒ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 
)Î *ÕÌÙ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒȤ
ÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 4Ï ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÓÅÖÅÎÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÅÉÇÈÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ Á 
ΥȢΧ '0! ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎȤ
ÄÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ 4ÅÎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎȤ
ÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΤΩ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ǢÒÓÔ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ *ÕÎÉÏÒ 
(ÏÎÏÒ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÄÖÉÓÏÒȟ +ÁÒÅÎȟ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÉÎÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙȢ )Ô ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 
ÒÅÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄȟ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ 
ÐÉÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÃÁÎÄÌÅÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ǢÖÅ ÐÉÌÌÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȤ
ÓÈÉÐȟ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȟ ÓÅÒȤ
ÖÉÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓÈÉÐȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
×ÉÌÌ ÅØÐÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÄÅÁÌÓ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÙÅÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÅÅÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ÔÏ  
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3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 'ÉÖÉÎÇ "ÁÃË 
2ÈÏÎÄÁ +ÌÏÏÃË ÁÎÄ .ÁÎÃÙ +ÎÕǟ ÃÁÍÅ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÅÁÃÈ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒ����,ÉÓÔÅÄ ÂÅÌÏ× ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÁÓ 
ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅȢ %ÁÃÈ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȭÓ ÂÁÓËÅÔ ×ÁÓ ÏÖÅÒǨÏ×ÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÅÍÓȢ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÏ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓȢ  

0ÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌȾ+ÉÎÄÅÒÇÁÒÔÅÎȡ ÓÈÁÍÐÏÏȾÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÅÒ 
'ÒÁÄÅ Σȡ ÓÏÁÐ 
'ÒÁÄÅ Τȡ ÄÅÏÄÏÒÁÎÔ 
'ÒÁÄÅ Υȡ ÌÏÔÉÏÎ 
'ÒÁÄÅ Φȡ ÔÏÏÔÈÐÁÓÔÅ 

'ÒÁÄÅ Χȡ ÔÏÏÔÈÂÒÕÓÈÅÓ 
'ÒÁÄÅ Ψȡ ÈÁÉÒÂÒÕÓÈÅÓȾÃÏÍÂÓ 
'ÒÁÄÅ Ωȡ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÏÃËÓ 
'ÒÁÄÅ Ϊȡ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÌÉÐÐÅÒÓ 

Kindergarten students cutting out  
pictures they colored. 

Mrs. Quinn teaching the students 
about addition.  

Fifth grade students conducting a 
science experiment.  

Playing bingo with Grandma on 
Grandparents Day.  

Helping a friend 
with schoolwork on 
the Chromebook.  


